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Consulting Engineers, P.C.
Miller & Associates 

1111 CENTRAL AVENUE
KEARNEY, NE 68847-6833

Tel: 308-234-6456
Fax: 308-234-1146

www.miller-engineers.com
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Miller & Associates 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, P.C. 

1111 Central Ave. Kearney, NE 68847-6833 
 

Tel: 308-234-6456 
Fax: 308-234-1146 

www.miller-engineers.com 

K   E   A   R   N   E   Y       •        M   c   C   O   O   K      •       L  A  K  E  W  O  O  D  ,    C  O       •      C   O   L   B   Y   ,   K   S   

March 17, 2025 
Kearney, Nebraska 
 
 
 
Dennise Daniels 
Buffalo County Zoning Administrator 
PO Box 1270 
Kearney, NE 68848 
zoning@buffalocounty.ne.gov 
 

 
RE: Bakko Land, LLC; Off-Street Parking and Off-Street Loading Requirements 
 
Dennise, 
 
As requested, the following information is supplemental to the original application and submittal.   
 
There is the ability to meet and exceed the minimum off-street parking and off-street loading 
requirements.  We used the following Buffalo County Zoning Regulations for the off-street 
requirements: 
 
Article 7.2  OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
9. Manufacturing, wholesale warehouse and similar uses (1 for every 2 employees on the 
largest working shift) 

• Proposed Building: 
o Required: 8-10 employees 
o Provided: 11 employee parking stalls 

 
Article 7.3 OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
                1. One 500 square feet For every 5,000 to 20,000 square feet 
                2. One 500 square feet For every 20,000 square feet or fraction thereof 

• Proposed Building  =  36,000 Sq.Ft.  
o Required: 1,000  Sq. Ft. 
o Provided:  

 5,620 Sq. Ft. (Loading dock on south side of building) 
 20,340 Sq. Ft. (East side of building) 
 TOTAL: 25,960 Sq. Ft. 
 If needed, other aggregate areas could be utilized around the 

building. 
 
Sincerely, 
MILLER & ASSOCIATES 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, P.C. 
 
 
 
 
Land Development & Planning 
 
 



Applicant
Mark and Claudia Jane Meyer; 

Bakko Land, LLC
Permit Number 2025-008

Proposed Project
Agricultural Service 

Establishment

Employee Number (Presented on 11/21/2025) 8

Minimum Parking Spots Required 4

Proposed Parking Stalls/Area 11

Two 500 square feet Loading Area for every 5,000 to 20,000 
square feet.

1000 square feet

Proposed Loading Area 25,960 square feet

Minimum Requirements:                                                                                                                                                
Construction, alteration, or enlargement of any structure or building except residences and farms 
having an aggregate gross floor area of 500 square feet or more, off-street loading areas shall be 

provided and maintained for all uses.

Section 7.3: Off-Street Loading Requirements

Off-Street Parking Plan 

Section 7.2 (7): Off-Street Parking Requirements

Minimum Requirements:                                                                                                                                     
1 for every 2 employees on the largest working shift

3/17/2025
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Dennise Daniels

From: Sammichelle Widger <thewidgerfamily@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 1:40 PM
To: Zoning; sstubblefield@buffalocounty.ne; tkreutzer@buffalocounty.ne.gov; wkeep@buffalocounty.ne; 

jsedlacek@buffalocounty.ne.gov; sbrady@buffalocounty.ne.gov; tjeffs@buffalocounty.ne.gov; 
mvacek@buffalocounty.ne.gov; lwolfe@buffalocounty.ne.gov; jchaney@buffalocounty.ne.gov

Subject: Please vote NO to Bakko Brothers Special use permit

Hello,  
I hope you are doing well and adjusting to the time change.  
 
It appears we are making this decision again. While I appreciate that it is not a rezoning but a special use permit, and I 
also sympathize with Loren Bakko, who clearly did not do his complete homework before purchasing the land, I would 
once again urge you to vote no on The Buffalo County Special Use Permit Application to operate an Agricultural Service 
Establishment, filed by Craig Bennett of Miller & Associates Consulting Engineers on behalf of Mark H. Meye, C. Jayne 
Meyer and Loren Bakko for the property of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section eight, township 
nine, north, range sixteen, west of the sixth principal meridian, Buffalo County, Nebraska.  
 
I have many personal reasons why I am against it, including but not limited to the trust of Loren Bakko, who neglected to 
research and vet the property properly before he purchased it. However, my main concern is from the Hub article by 
Mike Konz on Jan. 30 and the words spoken at the second zoning meeting regarding this property. 
 
Taken from the Hub article https://kearneyhub.com/news/local/business/kearney‐ne‐cottonmill‐
highway/article_0fdde74e‐ddcc‐11ef‐9c6d‐57d3161187cd.html?utm_campaign=snd‐
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_Kearney_Hub&fbclid=IwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa
79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow: 
 

"Members of the County Board said they liked the business plan, but the county lacks the funds for road 

improvements to accommodate the business. 

Commissioner Ivan Klein of Gibbon estimated the cost of improving Cottonmill Road at about $20 

million. Board members said that Cottonmill is dangerous where it meets Highway 30 west of Kearney 

and Highway 40 north of Kearney. 

“The county is not in a place where we can rebuild Cottonmill Road,” Commissioner Dan Lynch said. 

“My main concern is county infrastructure,” Board Chair Sherry Morrow said. 

After the meeting, Mark and Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko talked about the county’s decision that 

didn’t go their way." 

Does this mean the county found the funds for road improvements to accommodate the traffic of the business? 
Lauren Bakko claimed 50 times per year or three times per day of trucks hauling heavy equipment. The two do 
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not add up. Is the county at a place where Cottonmill Road can be rebuilt just a few short months after the 
second meeting? 
 
If not, please consider voting no.  
 
I feel for Mr. Bakko and think it would be a viable business, but he should have researched before purchasing 
the land from the Meyers.  
 
Sincerely, 
Michelle and Sam Widger 
308.238.1706 
thewidgerfamily@gmail.com 



From: Sammichelle Widger
To: Zoning
Subject: Please vote NO to Public Hearing Thursday, March 20 to a special permit to Bakko Brothers
Date: Friday, March 14, 2025 12:29:13 PM

Good Friday morning,
Please consider voting NO, just like the Zoning Commission did on Jan. 28 for
the same reasoning.
 
While I appreciate that it is not a rezoning but a special use permit, I would
once again urge you to vote no on The Buffalo County Special Use Permit
Application to operate an Agricultural Service Establishment, filed by Craig
Bennett of Miller & Associates Consulting Engineers on behalf of Mark H. Meye,
C. Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko for the property of the southwest quarter of
the northwest quarter of section eight, township nine, north, range sixteen,
west of the sixth principal meridian, Buffalo County, Nebraska. 
 
During this meeting, Mr. Loren Bakko said that heavy trucks carrying
equipment come to his establishment “three times” per day. If we consider
only one way and working days, Google estimates 260 working days per year.
That is an additional 780 truck traffic on Cottonmill Ave. with hay and tub
grinders. Both ways an additional 1,560 trucks per year. See Bakko Brothers’
website to view the types of equipment. In particular, I am concerned about
this type:. The following image is from the Bakko Brothers website for
educational purposes only. Imagine the following truck turning from or

onto 56th, Highway 30 or Highway 40 onto or from Cottonmill Ave.!

mailto:thewidgerfamily@gmail.com
mailto:zoning@buffalocounty.ne.gov


 
Again, my main concern is from the Hub article by Mike Konz on Jan. 30 and
the words spoken at the second zoning meeting regarding this property.
 
Taken from the Hub
article https://kearneyhub.com/news/local/business/kearney-ne-cottonmill-
highway/article_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html?
utm_campaign=snd-
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_Kearney_Hub&fbclid=I
wY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOy
Sa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow:
 

"Members of the County Board said they liked the business plan, but the county
lacks the funds for road improvements to accommodate the business.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0


Commissioner Ivan Klein of Gibbon estimated the cost of improving Cottonmill
Road at about $20 million. Board members said that Cottonmill is dangerous
where it meets Highway 30 west of Kearney and Highway 40 north of Kearney.

“The county is not in a place where we can rebuild Cottonmill Road,”
Commissioner Dan Lynch said.

“My main concern is county infrastructure,” Board Chair Sherry Morrow said.

After the meeting, Mark and Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko talked about the
county’s decision that didn’t go their way."

Does this mean the county found the funds for road improvements to
accommodate the traffic of the business? Lauren Bakko claimed 50 times per
year or three times per day of trucks hauling heavy equipment. The two do not
add up. Is the county at a place where Cottonmill Road can be rebuilt just a few
short months after the second meeting? I know money is put into
infrastructure and roads on the east side of Kearney, and I urge you to
encourage Mr. Bakko to consider building there instead.
 
Please consider voting no. 
 
I feel for Mr. Bakko and think it would be a viable business, but he should have
researched before purchasing the land. I know the airstrip was an appeal
because he owns properties in several locations which he stated at the last
meeting. The airstrip is another concern competing with Kearney Regional
Airport, but my main concern is the safety for all of the families traveling
Cottonmill Ave. Thank you so much for your time!
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam and Michelle Widger
thewidgerfamily@gmail.com
Michelle’s Mobile: 308.238.1706
 

mailto:thewidgerfamily@gmail.com


9340 Cottonmill Ave.
Kearney, NE 68845





















Bakko Zoning/Floodplain: South Created by: null



Bakko Aerial/Floodplain: South Created by: null
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Consulting Engineers, P.C.
Miller & Associates 

1111 CENTRAL AVENUE
KEARNEY, NE 68847-6833

Tel: 308-234-6456
Fax: 308-234-1146

www.miller-engineers.com
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Miller & Associates 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, P.C. 

1111 Central Ave. Kearney, NE 68847-6833 
 

Tel: 308-234-6456 
Fax: 308-234-1146 

www.miller-engineers.com 
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March 17, 2025 
Kearney, Nebraska 
 
 
 
Dennise Daniels 
Buffalo County Zoning Administrator 
PO Box 1270 
Kearney, NE 68848 
zoning@buffalocounty.ne.gov 
 

 
RE: Bakko Land, LLC; Off-Street Parking and Off-Street Loading Requirements 
 
Dennise, 
 
As requested, the following information is supplemental to the original application and submittal.   
 
There is the ability to meet and exceed the minimum off-street parking and off-street loading 
requirements.  We used the following Buffalo County Zoning Regulations for the off-street 
requirements: 
 
Article 7.2  OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
9. Manufacturing, wholesale warehouse and similar uses (1 for every 2 employees on the 
largest working shift) 

• Proposed Building: 
o Required: 8-10 employees 
o Provided: 11 employee parking stalls 

 
Article 7.3 OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
                1. One 500 square feet For every 5,000 to 20,000 square feet 
                2. One 500 square feet For every 20,000 square feet or fraction thereof 

• Proposed Building  =  36,000 Sq.Ft.  
o Required: 1,000  Sq. Ft. 
o Provided:  

 5,620 Sq. Ft. (Loading dock on south side of building) 
 20,340 Sq. Ft. (East side of building) 
 TOTAL: 25,960 Sq. Ft. 
 If needed, other aggregate areas could be utilized around the 

building. 
 
Sincerely, 
MILLER & ASSOCIATES 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, P.C. 
 
 
 
 
Land Development & Planning 
 
 



Applicant
Mark and Claudia Jane Meyer; 

Bakko Land, LLC
Permit Number 2025-009

Proposed Project
Agricultural Service 

Establishment

Employee Number (Presented on 11/21/2025) 8

Minimum Parking Spots Required 4

Proposed Parking Stalls/Area 11

Two 500 square feet Loading Area for every 5,000 to 20,000 
square feet.

1,000 square feet

Proposed Loading Area 25,960 square feet

Off-Street Parking Plan 

Section 7.2 (7): Off-Street Parking Requirements

Minimum Requirements:
1 for every 2 employees on the largest working shift

Minimum Requirements:
Construction, alteration, or enlargement of any structure or building except residences and farms 
having an aggregate gross floor area of 500 square feet or more, off-street loading areas shall be 

provided and maintained for all uses.

Section 7.3: Off-Street Loading Requirements

3/17/2025
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Dennise Daniels

From: Sammichelle Widger <thewidgerfamily@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 1:40 PM
To: Zoning; sstubblefield@buffalocounty.ne; tkreutzer@buffalocounty.ne.gov; wkeep@buffalocounty.ne; 

jsedlacek@buffalocounty.ne.gov; sbrady@buffalocounty.ne.gov; tjeffs@buffalocounty.ne.gov; 
mvacek@buffalocounty.ne.gov; lwolfe@buffalocounty.ne.gov; jchaney@buffalocounty.ne.gov

Subject: Please vote NO to Bakko Brothers Special use permit

Hello,  
I hope you are doing well and adjusting to the time change.  
 
It appears we are making this decision again. While I appreciate that it is not a rezoning but a special use permit, and I 
also sympathize with Loren Bakko, who clearly did not do his complete homework before purchasing the land, I would 
once again urge you to vote no on The Buffalo County Special Use Permit Application to operate an Agricultural Service 
Establishment, filed by Craig Bennett of Miller & Associates Consulting Engineers on behalf of Mark H. Meye, C. Jayne 
Meyer and Loren Bakko for the property of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section eight, township 
nine, north, range sixteen, west of the sixth principal meridian, Buffalo County, Nebraska.  
 
I have many personal reasons why I am against it, including but not limited to the trust of Loren Bakko, who neglected to 
research and vet the property properly before he purchased it. However, my main concern is from the Hub article by 
Mike Konz on Jan. 30 and the words spoken at the second zoning meeting regarding this property. 
 
Taken from the Hub article https://kearneyhub.com/news/local/business/kearney‐ne‐cottonmill‐
highway/article_0fdde74e‐ddcc‐11ef‐9c6d‐57d3161187cd.html?utm_campaign=snd‐
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_Kearney_Hub&fbclid=IwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa
79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow: 
 

"Members of the County Board said they liked the business plan, but the county lacks the funds for road 

improvements to accommodate the business. 

Commissioner Ivan Klein of Gibbon estimated the cost of improving Cottonmill Road at about $20 

million. Board members said that Cottonmill is dangerous where it meets Highway 30 west of Kearney 

and Highway 40 north of Kearney. 

“The county is not in a place where we can rebuild Cottonmill Road,” Commissioner Dan Lynch said. 

“My main concern is county infrastructure,” Board Chair Sherry Morrow said. 

After the meeting, Mark and Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko talked about the county’s decision that 

didn’t go their way." 

Does this mean the county found the funds for road improvements to accommodate the traffic of the business? 
Lauren Bakko claimed 50 times per year or three times per day of trucks hauling heavy equipment. The two do 
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not add up. Is the county at a place where Cottonmill Road can be rebuilt just a few short months after the 
second meeting? 
 
If not, please consider voting no.  
 
I feel for Mr. Bakko and think it would be a viable business, but he should have researched before purchasing 
the land from the Meyers.  
 
Sincerely, 
Michelle and Sam Widger 
308.238.1706 
thewidgerfamily@gmail.com 



From: Sammichelle Widger
To: Zoning
Subject: Please vote NO to Public Hearing Thursday, March 20 to a special permit to Bakko Brothers
Date: Friday, March 14, 2025 12:29:13 PM

Good Friday morning,
Please consider voting NO, just like the Zoning Commission did on Jan. 28 for
the same reasoning.
 
While I appreciate that it is not a rezoning but a special use permit, I would
once again urge you to vote no on The Buffalo County Special Use Permit
Application to operate an Agricultural Service Establishment, filed by Craig
Bennett of Miller & Associates Consulting Engineers on behalf of Mark H. Meye,
C. Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko for the property of the southwest quarter of
the northwest quarter of section eight, township nine, north, range sixteen,
west of the sixth principal meridian, Buffalo County, Nebraska. 
 
During this meeting, Mr. Loren Bakko said that heavy trucks carrying
equipment come to his establishment “three times” per day. If we consider
only one way and working days, Google estimates 260 working days per year.
That is an additional 780 truck traffic on Cottonmill Ave. with hay and tub
grinders. Both ways an additional 1,560 trucks per year. See Bakko Brothers’
website to view the types of equipment. In particular, I am concerned about
this type:. The following image is from the Bakko Brothers website for
educational purposes only. Imagine the following truck turning from or

onto 56th, Highway 30 or Highway 40 onto or from Cottonmill Ave.!

mailto:thewidgerfamily@gmail.com
mailto:zoning@buffalocounty.ne.gov


 
Again, my main concern is from the Hub article by Mike Konz on Jan. 30 and
the words spoken at the second zoning meeting regarding this property.
 
Taken from the Hub
article https://kearneyhub.com/news/local/business/kearney-ne-cottonmill-
highway/article_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html?
utm_campaign=snd-
autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_Kearney_Hub&fbclid=I
wY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOy
Sa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow:
 

"Members of the County Board said they liked the business plan, but the county
lacks the funds for road improvements to accommodate the business.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkearneyhub.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbusiness%2Fkearney-ne-cottonmill-highway%2Farticle_0fdde74e-ddcc-11ef-9c6d-57d3161187cd.html%3Futm_campaign%3Dsnd-autopilot%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook_Kearney_Hub%26fbclid%3DIwY2xjawI9JqFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWoa79JtBYopF79VKqmYCoqrFJgKUqi4yOySa2udP16UASCGgSzQaN469Q_aem_QXC7kES2oIrfC6MHff7Pow&data=05%7C02%7Cddaniels%40buffalocounty.ne.gov%7C0eceafe3a26f4751a33908dd631dba39%7Cbc94ad3f41d1415eb6575e65eb2f7d75%7C0%7C0%7C638775701526289116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2F8%2Faq9rS3kXfJGC2I1QxNYQwqhjB%2BW%2BxFmgHVC2lTU%3D&reserved=0


Commissioner Ivan Klein of Gibbon estimated the cost of improving Cottonmill
Road at about $20 million. Board members said that Cottonmill is dangerous
where it meets Highway 30 west of Kearney and Highway 40 north of Kearney.

“The county is not in a place where we can rebuild Cottonmill Road,”
Commissioner Dan Lynch said.

“My main concern is county infrastructure,” Board Chair Sherry Morrow said.

After the meeting, Mark and Jayne Meyer and Loren Bakko talked about the
county’s decision that didn’t go their way."

Does this mean the county found the funds for road improvements to
accommodate the traffic of the business? Lauren Bakko claimed 50 times per
year or three times per day of trucks hauling heavy equipment. The two do not
add up. Is the county at a place where Cottonmill Road can be rebuilt just a few
short months after the second meeting? I know money is put into
infrastructure and roads on the east side of Kearney, and I urge you to
encourage Mr. Bakko to consider building there instead.
 
Please consider voting no. 
 
I feel for Mr. Bakko and think it would be a viable business, but he should have
researched before purchasing the land. I know the airstrip was an appeal
because he owns properties in several locations which he stated at the last
meeting. The airstrip is another concern competing with Kearney Regional
Airport, but my main concern is the safety for all of the families traveling
Cottonmill Ave. Thank you so much for your time!
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam and Michelle Widger
thewidgerfamily@gmail.com
Michelle’s Mobile: 308.238.1706
 

mailto:thewidgerfamily@gmail.com


9340 Cottonmill Ave.
Kearney, NE 68845
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